2. Asaresident I was asked by an at-
tending to see a middle-aged suburban
homemaker who complained of feeling
tired. I don’t recall any of the details of
my work up until it came to examin-
ing her chest. Upon touching the skin
over her sternum—eureka!—it felt just
like that of the several myxedematous
patients I had seen within the previ-
ous two years. With further question-
ing and lab studies this diagnosis was
confirmed.

3. Some years ago my wife and chil-
dren went picnicking with an in-law
who said that he perspired so heav-
ily that he dare not sit in upholstered
chairs. His responses to a few questions
and a brief “public” physical exam led to
classic hyperthyroidism, cured by sub-
sequent thyroidectomy.
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4. A concerned student nurse was
referred to our clinic because of per-
sistent microscopic hematuria with
red blood cell casts, diagnosed as glo-
merulonephritis. In my routine family
history I asked about any known renal
disease and she recalled that someone
from Utah had come to her home in
Idaho and taken urine samples from her
relatives. Upon subsequently contacting
the Utah group that had reported a large
kindred with familial nephritis (Alport’s
syndrome), I learned that her family was
included in the group. Affected females
had a benign prognosis, hence I had
very good news for her.

5. I've had some embarrassing
losses, too! The most remarkable oc-
curred in my navy days, while at anchor
offshore. A seaman who had been on

field Road, Suite 130, Menlo Park, California
94025. You may also e-mail them to: postmast
er@alphaomegaalpha.org.

5. After peer review, comments on the man-
uscript will be sent to the author along with an
editorial decision. Every attempt is made to
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manuscripts that are accepted for publication
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trative material. Authors should not purchase
illustrative material because the editors cannot
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7. In accordance with revised copyright laws,
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galleys. Information on copyright ownership
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Authors are responsible for the accuracy of
citations and quotations in their papers. Once a
manuscript has been accepted for publication,
therefore, the author will be required to pro-
vide photocopies of all direct quotations from
the primary source material, indicating page
numbers. In addition, the editors will require
photocopies of all references: the title page and
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deck came to sick bay complaining of
sudden pain in his eye, as if something
were in it. (It was windy on deck.) I
put in a drop of fluorescein and the
result was a huge stain on his cornea.
Horrible! A huge corneal abrasion! This
was not for me, a general internist at the
time. Fortunately, there was a (perma-
nent) hospital ship at the dock and the
seaman and I promptly motored over to
it and its (thankfully) ophthalmologist.
Eureka! The latter promptly removed
a piece of cellophane (from a cigarette
wrapper) and the seaman and I (chas-
tened) returned to our ship.

Roy H. Maffly, M.D.

(AQA, University of California, San
Francisco, 1952)

Palo Alto, California
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