
from heated smoke or water in the intestines and colorectum 

was probably minimal and additive to other resuscitative 

efforts such as wrapping in a blanket and blowing into the 

mouth. Such therapies could have been effective in mild to 

moderate hypothermia. In contrast, the values of venesection, 

warm cordials, and live-body juxtaposition were more ritual 

than remedial. It is a credit to the ingenuity of seventeenth- 

and eighteenth-century physicians that they devised this tech-

nique for rewarming. While most medicinal substances of that 

period carried little therapeutic merit, some practices such as 

rectal fumigation may have provided valuable benefits. We are 

unsure if rectal fumigation had a broader benefit spectrum 

outside of the setting of hypothermia.

Acknowledgments

I am grateful to Susan Case and Dawn McInnis of the Clendening 

History of Medicine Library and Museum at the University of Kansas 

Medical Center, and to the Special Collections of the Edinburgh 

University Library for assistance with archival access.

References

 . Warren JC. The “pulmotor” of the eighteenth century. Ann 

Med Hist ; : –.

 . Brown I. Shakespeare in His Time. Edinburgh: Thomas Nel-

son and Sons; .

 . Staunton H, editor. The Complete Illustrated Shakespeare. 

New York: Park Lane; .

 . Ceccio J. Medicine in Literature. New York: Longman; 

.

 . Kravetz RE. Tobacco enema. Am J Gastroenterol ; : 

.

 . Lee RV. Cardiopulmonary resuscitation in the eighteenth 

century. J Hist Med Allied Sci ; : –.

 . Doig A, Ferguson JPS, Milne IA, Passmore R, editors. Wil-

liam Cullen and the Eighteenth Century Medical World: A Bicente-

nary Exhibition and Symposium Arranged by the Royal College of 

Physicians of Edinburgh in . Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 

Press; .

 . Cullen W. A Letter to Lord Cathcart, President of the Board 

of Police in Scotland; Concerning the Recovery of Persons Drowned, 

and Seemingly Dead. Edinburgh: Charles Elliot; .

 . Newes from the Dead. Or a True and Exact Narration of 

the Miraculous Deliverance of Anne Greene, Who Being Executed 

at Oxford Decemb . . Afterwards Revived; and by the Care 

of Certain Physicians There, Is Now Perfectly Recovered. Together 

with the Manner of Her Suffering, and the Particular Meanes Used 

for Her Recovery. Written by a Scholler in Oxford for the Satisfac-

tion of a Friend, Who Desired to Be Informed Concerning the Truth 

of the Businesse. Whereunto Are Added Certain Poems, Casually 

Written upon That Subject. The Second Impression with Additions. 

Oxford: Leonard Lichfield; .

. Hughes JT. Miraculous deliverance of Anne Greene: An 

Oxford case of resuscitation in the seventeenth century. BMJ ; 

: –.

. Danzl DF, Lloyd EL. Treatment of Accidental Hypothermia. 

In: Pandolf KB, Burr, RE, editors. Textbooks of Military Medicine: 

Medical Aspects of Harsh Environments. Volume . Washington 

(DC): Office of the Surgeon General, Department of Army; .

. Biem J, Koehncke N, Classen D, Dosman J. Out of the cold: 

management of hypothermia and frostbite. Canad Med Assoc J 

; : –.

. Danzl DF, Pozos RS. Accidental hypothermia. N Engl J Med 

; : –.

. Lawrence G. Tobacco smoke enemas. Lancet ; : 

.  

The author’s address is:

1133 SW Topeka Boulevard

Topeka, Kansas 66629-0001

E-mail: s.satya-murti@bcbsks.com

I saw her furtive gift 

By chance, a glance

Not for me 

Or others to see.

In that soul-filled glance

Her tenderness

For him.

Moved, I whispered to him aside

“I envy you the way she looks at you.”

He blushed with pleasure,

Embarrassment and pride 

And whispered back 

His love and admiration for her.

Stirred, I 

Touched her shoulder 

Softly told her, 

“I said, I envy how you look at him”

Then retreated, 

Pleased I’d repeated

Her loving gift to him.
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