Slow, lazy day.
Dry heat.
The breeze blows gently.

This is the kind of heat
that makes me want to
lie in bed

inside where it’s cool
with a book
and a Coke...

not kneel in a ditch
as dry weeds poke
between my toes

next to the 19-year-old boy
crying beneath, crushed beneath
the heavy red metal.

| wipe his tears
and shove a tube
into his nose.

Machines work loudly ’.
and abrasively
until the van is off his legs. ;

The young man is free ' E
and so is his life
leaving

with the thick warm blood
that trickles
down his cheek.
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