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“Please stand back,”

spoken to naïve students.

All strain to get a glimpse of  red,

yet are constantly teased by an ocean of  blue.

Humans who can produce both miracles and tragedies

see others for what they are on the inside.

Akin to a sculptor handling a marble slab,

they envision their masterpiece and chisel away 

any acquired imperfections.

Arrays of  instruments under their command,

experienced hands produce orchestrated movements.

Suction pumps slurping and cauterizers hissing,

the shades of  red, white, and pink begin to entwine  

for the finale.

Hours seeming like seconds,

the skin tailors carefully sew the final seam.

The artists breathe a sigh of  relief,

praying to never see their creation again.

Artist with a scalpel
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