The congregation has gathered.

This week’s liturgy is on fever,

And ways it may present.

An elder welcomes all,

Then introduces one

Who’s not spoken here before.

Her hands grasp the lectern. (Did she slightly gasp?)
She tells the story of a febrile child,

Cites from texts we all should know.

Following custom, she praises those

Who've done the work that has come before,

Shows she is versed in her science and its art,

Dr. Merritt (AQA, University of California, Irvine, 1971) is Founding Director, Intestinal Rehabilitation Team, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles; Adjunct
Clinical Professor of Pediatrics, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA. His E-mail address is rmerritt@chla.usc.edu.

lllustration by Eleeza Palmer

And in the sermon she provides

Her insight on the strangeness of this case—
Despite some grey-haired grumbling

About a better way

To vet the cryptic clues.

In closing, she affirms

What, later, we all claimed

To know when we walked in:

What, but too much IgD,

Could induce this fever and its suffering?

—Russell J. Merritt, MD, PhD




