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When you did not 

make it home 

I set your absence 

on the cloth 

of our kitchen table. 

Held the margins 

of my head 

between coffee and booze. 

Like a pathologist, 

I tried to measure 

the width 

by summer’s bull thistle 

the length 

by autumn’s ginkgo leaves 

the depth 

by winter’s frozen section. 

Waited for the unrolled 

stone of spring 

to stage 

acceptance.
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